HISTORICAL RESEARCH                                 29
evolution, passing from one race to another, and it was to the best interest of
each successor to share in previous achievements.
The nature of these new criteria will make possible the virtual exclusion of
that subjective interpretation of ambiguous statements by foreigners about
German culture, which was the main source of error in earlier scholarship. It
will also reduce the legal records, hitherto considered the most important sources,
to the second rank for this early period, since recent criticism has shown that they
are not as old as they were once thought to be. Moreover, a drastic limitation of
the scope and applicability of these sources, naturally based on the purpose and
cause of their composition, and recognized repeatedly by recent legal historians,
will now make it possible to interpret and use them much more freely.